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Dear Friends,

GrowingGreat’s
Mission:
To empower 
children to make 
healthy food 
choices through 
hands-on science 
and garden 
education

Annual Report 2021



California Partners:
City Scholars Foundation
Environmental Charter School
KIPP Empower Academy
Leuzinger High School

Los Angeles County Libraries
Los Angeles Unified School District
Manhattan Beach Unified School District
Maple Primary Center

Mount Diablo Unified School District
Para Los Niños
St. Anthony of Padua School
Variety Boys & Girls Club

“GrowingGreat provides 
programs that engage not 
only our children but our 
whole school community.  
Their workshops for 
teachers, bilingual family 
night presentations and 
webinars for families are 
interactive, culturally 
responsive, and unique. 
Through fun, inquiry-based 
STEM investigations, 
GrowingGreat sparks a 
child’s natural curiosity in 
the garden and in the 
classroom and helps 
children connect science 
concepts to their everyday 
lives.” 

– Cyrene St. Amant, 
elementary school educator, 
South Central Los Angeles

From Our Window Sill to Yours 



“At Maple Primary Center, anyone 
who steps through our doors is 
family. Since 2017, GrowingGreat 
has been an important member of 
that family and one that the 
children know and love. In an area 
where 98% of our students qualify 
for Title 1, the nearest food is 
primarily fast food and there are 
few grocery stores and even fewer 
opportunities to interact with fresh 
fruits and vegetables, 
GrowingGreat provides our 
students with nutrition and garden 
exploration they would not 
otherwise experience.” 

– Sharyn Clark, Principal, 
   Maple Primary Center

GrowingGreat Nationwide





We envision a world in which all communities have access to fresh, minimally-processed 
foods; all parents are empowered to make healthy food choices for their families; and every 
school garden is an outdoor STEM Learning Lab.

"GrowingGreat possesses 
a unique ability to 
develop programming 
that breaks down tough 
scientific concepts into 
fun, edible experiments. 
At OMSI, we have a rich 
cooking curriculum that 
aligns closely with our 
explorations of chemistry, 
physical sciences and 
human history. 
GrowingGreat’s 
partnership has allowed 
us to expand this 
curriculum with 
innovative nutrition 
activities designed to 
foster scientific thinking."

-- Annie Douglass, 
    Early Childhood 
    Engagement Manager,
    Oregon Museum of 
    Science & Industry





As a pioneer in school garden programs in 
Los Angeles since 1999, GrowingGreat has 
reached hundreds of thousands of children 
and their families with hands-on nutrition, 
garden, STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, math) and literacy education. 
We are committed to low-income families in 
our cement-covered city where a school 
garden may be a child’s only experience 
with living, growing things. That commitment 
has grown stronger through virtual programs 
to support parents and children learning at 
home, along with our Grab-and-Grow 
gardening kits, created in response to 
Covid-19. We have extended this commitment 
to thousands more children nationwide 
through GrowingGreat Veggies & Fruits, a 
national STEM education program. We offer 
programs from preschool to high school, in 
Spanish and English, during and after school, 
and always with the opportunity to enjoy 
fresh, healthy foods. We couldn’t do this 
without your generous support. For free 
copies of our bilingual hands-on activities for 
home or school, or to find out more about 
any of our programs, please email 
info@growinggreat.org.


